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Jim and 0O.J. Almost Live from Las Vega$

In early July both Jim and O.]. flew out to Las Vegas
(ves, their arms are still tired) to attend the Retail
Tobacco Dealers Association annual trade show.
According to 0.]. both had a great and productive
time and managed to pick up a few new lines of
cigars for the lounge. For example, we now carry
a few boxes of the famous Graycliff line of cigars.

Jim and OJ came back with a few samples of the
New Acid Deep Dish. The Deep Dish is similar in
shape to the Acid Waffe but a whole lot bigger. The
Deep Dish is going to be a real cigar winner for
those who enjoy the subculture line of cigars.

In addition we received a few bundles of no-
name Honduran cigars which smoke like the
big boys. The cigar I sampled tasted as good as
an Excalibur but more in line with the smooth
smoke of a Don Tomas. This good buy cigar is
very sophisticated and priced to burn.

Another home run cigar that came back from ...
Vegas is called The Nub. The Nub is no longer
than 4 inches and the ring size vary from a 56-66

gauge. This little dude packs as much tobacco as a
Churchill or Presidente and smoke just as long.
The Nub is made by the Oliva family where quality
is remains a priority.

These cigars come in three wrappers: Habano (my
favorite,) Cameroon, and Connecticut. The flavor
range is from mild to full but complex and hearty.

[ can’t wait until our shipment comes in because
I'm down to my last Nub. And don’t forget we
have plenty of the hard to get Diamond Crown
and Diamond Crown Maximus cigars and A.
Fuente Hemingway’s.

Tips, Tricks and Tonics Corner — How to

Calibrate a Hygrometer

Last month in this column we told you how to
make your very own humidor credo, cigar juice,
and a coolerdor to store excess boxes of cigars in
for very little cash.

Remember, you can never have too many
cigars. What if a blizzard hit Gulf Shores? It could
take weeks to dig out the driveway. Maintaining a
coolerdor or desktop humidor is easy but a
necessary task to keep your cigars in tip-top-
shape.

If you remember that cigars must be maintained
in a similar environment in which the tobacco was
grown you should have no problem with your
humidor. For example, cigars do best when
maintained within a temperature range of 70-78
degrees and the humidity is maintained between
72 and 75 percent. This month we're going to
finish this article on how to calibrate your



hygrometer. i

A hygrometer is an instrument used to measure
relative humidity. Relative humidity is a measure
of how much water the air is holding, relative to
the maximum amount of water the air could
possibly hold at a given temperature.

Basically all you need is % cup of salt, % cup of
water, your hygrometer and a quality freezer bag.
The salt and water when combined will produce a
relative humidity of 75%.

In a coffee cup, pour in % cup of salt and then add
Y4 cup of water. Stir the mixture so that all of the
saltis moist. The mixture will have the
consistency of damp sand. If the mixture is slushy
you have added too much water. Place the coffee
cup and the hygrometer in a quality freezer bag.

Note: You should not allow your hygrometer to
come in direct contact with the salt/water mixture
because the hygrometer will be damaged.

Place the sealed bag aside at room temperature
for 24 hous. Pick a location free of drafts, out of

direct sunlight, and away from heating or cooling
vents. The temperature should be fairly constant.

After being in the sealed bag for 24 hours, check
the reading of the hygrometer. It is best to read it
while still in the bag; because if your house air is
dry the reading may go down quickly once you
take the hygrometer out of the bag.

If yours is the adjustable type, adjust the screw or
setting so that it would have read 75 percent. You
will have to do this very quickly, or remember
how much you need to adjust the setting (e.g. for
mine, it read 72 percent when it should have been
75 percent, so l would need to set it ahead by 3
percentage points). You may want to put the
hygrometer back in the bag for another 8 hours to
double check your adjustment.

If yours is not adjustable (like mine), simply make
a note of how "off" your hygrometer reads. If it
reads below 75 percent, you will need to add the
difference to your actual readings. If your
hygrometer read above 75 percent on the
calibration, you will need to subtract the
difference from your actual reading. Here are
some examples to help:

Case 1: after sitting in the bag for calibration, my
hygrometer read 72 percent. It should have read
75 percent, so the difference is 3 percent. I will
now add 3 percent to the readings I take on the
hygrometer (e.g. in a tank) to get the actual
relative humidity.

Case 2: after calibrating in the bag, a hygrometer
read 80 percent. It should have read 75 percent, a
difference of 5 percent. I would have to subtract 5
percent from readings when using the hygrometer
to get an accurate relative humidity.

Remember: always give a hygrometer about 2
hours to stabilize before taking a reading, as
changes in the relative humidity may take a while
to register accurately on a hygrometer.



New ‘gars

ii New! The GRAYCLIFF Chateau Grand Cru -
(Purple Label)

Country: Bahamas

Length: 7.1/8

Ring: 48

Strength: Full

Wrapper Color: Rich Brown Costa Rica
Filler: Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras

Graycliff Chateau Salomone cigars are handmade
with a long-aged blend of the richest-tasting
tobaccos from Honduras and Nicaragua capped in
a mouthwatering Costa Rican-grown wrapper. A
stunning full-bodied smoke in a cool-smoking
Churchill size that offers well over an hour of
Bahamian pleasure.

GRAYCLIFF ESPRESSO PIRATE

Origin: Bahamas

Length: 6.00

Ring: 52

Strength: Very Full Bodied
Wrapper Color: Dark Brown
Binder: n/a

Filler: n/a

The Graycliff Espresso is very intense and full-
bodied, with an even more muscular punch than
Graycliff's award-winning Crystal. Introduced in
2003, the Espresso is already receiving
exceptional reviews & ratings.

GRAYCLIFF BLUE LABEL - PRIATE

The Blue Label wins the award for beauty, as the
outer leaf tends toward a more classic cosmetic
face. Smooth-burning Indonesian wrapper with
tobacco from Brazil, Nicaragua, and the Dominican
Republic

Origin: Bahamas
Length: 6.00

Ring: 52

Strength: Mild-Medium
Wrapper Color: Brown

iii

MIURA TWISTER

Origin: Nicaragua

Length: 7.00

Ring: 48

Strength: Medium

Wrapper Color: EMS and Chocolate
Wrapper: Nicaraguan

Binder: Nicaraguan

Filler: Nicaraguan

Just looking at this cigar makes me want to smoke
one. Generally, I'm not a fan of Nicaraguan puros.
But this cigar one is special because of the EMS
and dark brown wrapper. It’s like two cigars in
one. While on the mild to medium strength, this
cigar performs on flavor and at our low price
“what a bargain.”

Our Cigar Bar Website

The OCB website was updated to include
additional photos, an updated cigar list and more.
You can visit the revamped site at
www.ourcigarbar.com .

Get Your HD Copy of the “Our Cigar Bar

Newsletter.”

From our updated website, you can download
the latest edition of the Our Cigar Bar
Newsletter. Previous editions are also
available by written request.

i Language and photos courtesy of Lianne McLeod
ii Description provided by Graycliff
it Photo by Zeke
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